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UN REPORT ON GAZA: THE MISSING TRUTH
The United Nations Human Rights Council, ignoring 26 other conflicts going on in the
world, issued a report on the recent Gaza war. Missing from this report was any moral
distinction between those who try to destroy a neighbouring country and target civilians
(Hamas) and a country that tries to defend its citizens while minimising harm to civilians
(Israel). Here is what a top army commander and the retired editor of the Sunday Times
had to say.
I am the former commander
of the British forces in
Afghanistan. I served with
NATO and the United
Nations; commanded troops
in Northern Ireland, Bosnia
and Macedonia; and
participated in the Gulf War.
…based on my knowledge
and experience, I can say
this: During Operation Cast Lead, the Israeli
Defence Forces did more to safeguard the
rights of civilians in a combat zone than any
other army in the history of warfare.
Israel did so while facing an enemy that
deliberately positioned its military capability
behind the human shield of the civilian
population. Hamas, like Hizballah, are
expert at driving the media agenda. Both will
always have people ready to give interviews
condemning Israeli forces for war crimes.
They are adept at staging and distorting
incidents.
The truth is that the IDF took extraordinary
measures… Despite all of this, of course
innocent civilians were killed. War is chaos
and full of mistakes. There have been
mistakes by the British, American and other
forces in Afghanistan and in Iraq, many of
which can be put down to human error. But
mistakes are not war crimes.
…Israel had no choice apart from
defending its people, to stop Hamas from
attacking them with rockets. And I say this
again: the IDF did more to safeguard the
rights of civilians in a combat zone than any
other army in the history of warfare.
Col. Richard Kemp

Testimony at the UN, Oct 16 (www.unwatch.org)

…Four years ago
[Israel] voluntarily pulled
out all its soldiers and
uprooted all its settlers.
Here was a wonderful
chance for Gaza to be
the building block of a
Palestinian state, and
for Hamas to do what
the Israelis did – take a
piece of land and build a model state. They
didn't. Instead of helping the desperate
Palestinians, they conducted a religious war.
In signing on for the UN mission – with
others who had already condemned Israel –
it seems to have escaped [Judge Goldstone]
that Hamas is committed not just to fight
Israeli soldiers; it is a terrorist organisation
hellbent on the destruction of the state of
Israel. The terms of reference he accepted
validate the torment of Israeli civilians.
Hamas launched 7,000 rockets – every one
intended to kill as many people as possible –
then contemptuously dismissed repeated
warnings from Israel to stop or face the
consequences.
The rockets were war crimes and ought to
have been universally condemned as such.
While new rockets hit Israel over many
months there was no rush by the world's
moralisers – including Britain – to censure
Hamas, no urgency as there was in ‘world
opinion’ when Israel finally responded. Then
Israel was immediately accused of a
"disproportionate" response without anyone
thinking: "What is a 'proportionate' attack
against an enemy dedicated to exterminating
your people?"…
Sir Harold Evans

From the Guardian, Oct 20 (www.guardian.co.uk)
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